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Emergency	  Money,	  Supplementary	  Money,	  Complementary	  
Money:	  Money	  in	  Different	  Forms 
	  
	  
Without money, even the simplest economic activities cease. Nothing illustrates this better – and more 
colorfully – than the emergency-, supplementary- and complementary currencies that have been issued 
in times of monetary shortages. They were made of almost anything – paper, scrap-iron, wood or 
porcelain, but also of bronze, silver or gold, whatever materials were available. Regardless of their 
form, they enabled commerce during difficult times.	  
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Roman	  Empire,	  Claudius	  (41-‐54	  AD),	  As,	  Military	  Mint	  in	  the	  
Camp	  of	  Vindonissa	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   As	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Emperor	  Claudius	  
Mint:	   Vindonissa	  (Windisch)	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   42	  
Weight	  (g):	   7.55	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   28.0	  
Material:	   Bronze	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
In 23 BC, the first Roman emperor Augustus put large amounts of gold, silver and bronze coins in 
circulation. Within a short time, the Roman Empire was well supplied with money. However, Augustus' 
successors closed many operating mints. What was more, they focused on striking silver and gold coins, 
since the need for small money did not bother them very much. Hence the amount of change in the 
Roman Empire decreased quickly, and before long, the provinces suffered from a shortage of minor 
coins. 

As a consequence under the rule of Emperor Claudius, masses of bronze coins were counterfeit. 
Additionally, genuine bronze coins remained in circulation as long as possible – the asses of Emperor 
Augustus circulated still decades after his death. Many of these coins were later countermarked in order 
to revalidate them for circulation under the rule of another emperor. This as was countermarked in the 
Roman military camp of Vindonissa; the stamp bears the letters BON for "bonum" (good).	  
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Roman	  Empire,	  Barbaric	  Imitation	  of	  a	  Roman	  Bronze	  Coin,	  
c.	  380	  AD	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   AE	  (Bronze	  Coin)	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Undefined	  
Mint:	   Undefined	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   380	  
Weight	  (g):	   0.61	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   11.0	  
Material:	   Bronze	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
The term "barbaric imitation" refers to coins that were copied after an official issue. Such imitations 
emerged soon after the first dissemination of coinage in the Greek world. Until the time of the 
Migration Period, they appeared regularly at the edges of cultural areas, in which official – i.e. state-
controlled – coins were in circulation. 

To distinguish between imitations and forgeries is not always easy. If a certain coin was copied in the 
attempt to pass it as the original and thus to take economic advantage at the expense of others, it would 
be regarded as a forgery. But if a coin was copied to compensate an insufficient money supply, it would 
be a legitimate imitation – money thus that was issued to bypass a monetary shortage.	  
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Netherlands,	  Leyden	  Besieged	  by	  the	  Spaniards,	  Guilder	  (=	  
28	  Stuivers)	  1574	  (Emergency	  Issue)	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   20	  Stuivers	  
Mint	  Authority:	   City	  of	  Leyden	  
Mint:	   Leyden	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1574	  
Weight	  (g):	   1.73	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   38.0	  
Material:	   Paper	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
From 1573 to 1574, the Spaniards besieged the city of Leyden in the Netherlands. The inhabitants of 
Leyden used manuscript and cardboard covers of old church books to punch their coins. There were two 
denominations issued: quarter guilders (= 5 stuivers) and guilders (= 20 stuivers). Then they were 
stamped with the symbols of the city – a standing lion wearing a liberty cap. Soon, however, 
counterfeits of these paper coins came into circulation. The city council of Leyden therefore decided to 
have all the authentic coins countermarked with a little lion punch – as can be seen on the upper left of 
the obverse of this coin.	  
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City	  of	  Maastricht	  Besieged	  by	  the	  French,	  Siege	  Coin	  of	  100	  
Stuivers	  1794	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Siege	  Coin	  of	  100	  Stuivers	  
Mint	  Authority:	   City	  of	  Maastricht	  
Mint:	   Maastricht	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1794	  
Weight	  (g):	   30.02	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   41.0	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
In 1673, French troops under the personal guidance of the Sun King, Louis XIV, attacked the city of 
Maastricht. The ensuing French occupation lasted five years; then the French withdrew. During the War 
of Austrian Succession, however, they reappeared (1748), and towards the end of the 18th century, 
Maastricht became French once again: in 1794, the French revolutionary army besieged Maastricht and 
eventually occupied it. In that year, this siege coin was issued.	  
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United	  Kingdom	  of	  Great	  Britain,	  George	  III	  (1760-‐1820),	  J.	  
Clarke's	  Market	  Place,	  Token	  worth	  1/2	  Penny	  1794	  (Private	  
Issue)	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Token	  
Mint	  Authority:	   J.	  Clarke's	  Market	  Place	  
Mint:	   Norwich	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1794	  
Weight	  (g):	   10	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   28.0	  
Material:	   Copper	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
Tokens are private issues – one could even call them emergency coins – that were very common in 
Great Britain during the 18th century. The reason for the mass issues of private coins was a shortage of 
small coins from which England suffered at that time. The British government insisted on the principle 
that money had to consist of precious metals. This belief made the production of small coins a very 
unprofitable business. But instead of breaking new ground and strike minor coins from debased metals, 
the British government reduced the minting of change, and at times even suspended it completely. 

But commerce does not work with valuable gold and silver coins only: for daily business, divisional 
coins are indispensable. Hence British traders and companies started to issue tokens. Mostly, these 
pieces had a value of a halfpenny, occasionally also of one penny. Many business people used the 
opportunity to set themselves a monument and outdid each other in the production of especially pretty 
issues. That is why tokens depict a dazzling variety of images – portraits, coats of arms, sailboats, 
animals, and historical as well as allegorical illustrations.	  
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United	  Kingdom	  of	  Great	  Britain,	  Charles	  III	  of	  Spain	  (1735-‐
1759),	  Real	  de	  a	  ocho	  (Peso)	  1795	  with	  British	  Countermark	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Real	  de	  a	  ocho	  (Peso)	  
Mint	  Authority:	   King	  Charles	  IV	  of	  Spain	  
Mint:	   London	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1795	  
Weight	  (g):	   26.79	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   38.0	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
Great Britain suffered from a severe shortage of coins during the 18th century. Divisional coins were 
barely minted because the British government doggedly clung to the principle that all coins had to be 
made from precious metals. This made the production of small coins very expensive, so that the Royal 
Mint limited the issue of change to a minimum. 

To solve the problem of monetary scarcity, the Bank of England took emergency measures in 1797: it 
imported Spanish pesos and with a value of 4 shillings 9 pence allowed them as legal tender in Britain. 
To distinguish the official pesos they were countermarked with a little oval portrait of George III. 
British vernacular immediately created satirical remarks such as "the head of a fool on the head of an 
ass" and "two kings' heads are not worth a crown" (at that time, a crown was worth 5 shillings).	  
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-‐-‐-‐	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Copper	  Ring	  Bar	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Undefined	  
Mint:	   Undefined	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1600	  
Weight	  (g):	   450	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   105.0	  
Material:	   Copper	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
---	  



	  

	  
9	  von	  20	   	  www.sunflower.ch	  

Thailand/China,	  Pei	  (Porcelain	  Token)	  worth	  800	  Cowries	  
(Private	  Issue),	  1821-‐1900	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Pei	  worth	  800	  Cowries	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Undefined	  Private	  Issue	  
Mint:	   Undefined	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1821	  
Weight	  (g):	   3.5	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   23.0	  
Material:	   Others	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
In the 18th century, Chinese businessmen began to set up a network of gambling houses in the border 
area between Burma, Laos and Thailand, where gambling is as popular as it is in China. As play money 
they issued porcelain coins of various values, so-called tokens. 

These porcelain tokens were issued in large numbers from about 1770; there are over 1,000 types. From 
the mid-19th century, such tokens were also used as substitutes for small coins – due to an acute 
shortage of regular coins. The Thai government reluctantly tolerated these tokens as currency, and they 
remained in circulation until the end of the 19th century, even after they were prohibited in 1873.	  
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Chinese	  Empire,	  Qing	  Dynasty,	  Tong	  Shing	  Company,	  Dai	  
Yong	  Bi	  (Bamboo	  Tally	  Stick)	  worth	  100	  Cash	  (Private	  Issue),	  
c.	  1874	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Tally	  Stick	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Tong	  Shing	  Company	  
Mint:	   Undefined	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1874	  
Weight	  (g):	   3.2	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   83.0	  
Material:	   Bamboo	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
Tally sticks from bamboo were issued in China in the second half of the 19th century and again during 
and after the two world wars. The Chinese called these bamboo tallies dai yong bi, which means 
something like "transitional currency." 

Dai yong bi were a form of emergency money, mainly issued by banks, but also by companies and 
customs authorities. They were carved or inked, or inscriptions were burned into them, indicating the 
issuer, the date, the value and so on. They had face values between 1 and 1,000 cash. Most of the 
bamboo tallies were lacquered and punched, in order to string them – as the Chinese did with their cash 
coins as well. 

The inscription on this tally indicates that it was issued by the company Tong Shing at a value of 100 
cash.	  
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German	  Empire	  for	  German	  East	  Africa,	  William	  II	  (1888-‐
1918),	  15	  Rupees	  1916	  (Emergency	  Issue),	  Tabora	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   15	  Rupees	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Emperor	  Wilhelm	  II	  of	  Germany	  
Mint:	   Tabora	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1916	  
Weight	  (g):	   7.15	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   23.0	  
Material:	   Gold	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
Until the end of the 19th century, the German colony of East Africa – roughly the modern countries of 
Tanzania, Rwanda and Burundi – did not have a standardized currency. The key currency there was the 
Indian rupee. Besides, the Maria Theresa taler was popular, and American, French and British money 
was also common. Thus in 1890 the German East African Company began to issue silver rupees and 
copper pesas for its "German protectorate." 

The outbreak of the First World War led to war in East Africa also. The population started to hoard the 
circulating silver coins for their intrinsic value. Since East Africa had no silver deposits, the German 
East African Bank could not mint new coins. The consequence was a shortage of circulating money. 
However, the bank sat on loads of gold ingots because, due to the war, they could not be transported to 
Germany. In 1916 the German East African Company began thus to issue golden emergency coins. 
They had a value of 15 rupees, which equaled 20 German gold marks. The obverse showed a German 
double eagle and the inscription DEUTSCH-OSTAFRIKA 15 RUPIEN. The reverse depicted an 
elephant in front of Mount Kilimanjaro, the date and the letter T for "Tabora."	  
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German	  Empire,	  Weimar	  Republic,	  Langenaltheim,	  
Emergency	  Issue	  worth	  1	  Mark	  1920,	  Augsburg	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Emergency	  Issue	  worth	  1	  Mark	  
Mint	  Authority:	   City	  of	  Langenaltheim	  
Mint:	   Augsburg	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1920	  
Weight	  (g):	   0.92	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   10.800000190734863	  
Material:	   Paper	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
Coins became scarce in Germany during World War I. The government had retracted gold coins within 
the first days of war; silver coins soon followed. And when copper and nickel became war-relevant 
metals in the course of combats, small coins were taken out of circulation as well. Moreover, increasing 
devaluation and the hoarding of coins by the people accelerated the disappearance of coins. 

Despite extensive governmental emergency issues – coins from lead, aluminum and zinc were minted in 
great quantities – not enough coins could be provided. Therefore cities and communities started to give 
out emergency money. Although there was no legal basis for communal monies, the state tolerated them 
since it could not offer enough official currency itself.	  
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German	  Empire,	  Weimar	  Republic,	  Free	  and	  Hanseatic	  City	  
of	  Hamburg,	  1/2	  Million	  Mark	  1923	  (Emergency	  Money)	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Emergency	  Issue	  500,000	  Mark	  
Mint	  Authority:	   City	  of	  Hamburg	  
Mint:	   Hamburg	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1923	  
Weight	  (g):	   1.96	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   28.0	  
Material:	   Others	  
Owner:	   Schenkung	  
 
The circulating volume of money in the German Empire, increased incessantly during the First World 
War. The war had to be paid for, which was mainly accomplished by war loans, treasury bills, treasury 
warrants and similar debenture bonds. Mints and printing plants worked nonstop. But with the amount 
of money rising, the value of money sank, as well as its purchasing power. 

When the inflation reached its peak in 1923, coins had become useless as means of payment. Given the 
hourly impairment of the mark, the value of a coin's material was worth more than its face value soon 
after its coinage already. Therefore in August 1923, the city of Hamburg minted coins with face values 
so high, that the coins would keep some buying power for at least a few days. This emergency coin has 
a value of 500,000 mark.	  
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German	  Empire,	  Weimar	  Republic,	  1	  Rentenmark	  1923,	  
Berlin	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   1	  Rentenmark	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Weimar	  Republic	  
Mint:	   Berlin	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1923	  
Weight	  (g):	   	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   	  
Material:	   Paper	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
After the First World War, the German economy was shattered and prices had risen into illimitable 
heights. Barter was common on German markets again. The pre-war currency was obliterated. In 1922 
in Berlin, a kilogram of rye bread cost 27.5 reichsmark, while the weekly wage of a worker ranged 
between 15 and 20 reichsmark. 

In 1923, a transitional currency called rentenmark was introduced to stabilize the reichsmark. This 
currency reform stopped the inflation promptly: in the course of a complicated program of stabilization, 
the German Rentenbank mortgaged land and industrial goods worth 3.2 billion rentenmark to back the 
new currency. 

The rentenmark was not an official medium of exchange, so nobody was obliged to accept it. 
Nevertheless a year later, it had fulfilled its duty: the German currency was stable and the economy 
slowly but surly began rolling again.	  
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Republic	  of	  France,	  Chambres	  de	  Commerce	  de	  France,	  Bon	  
pour	  50	  Centimes	  1923	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Substitution	  Coin	  at	  50	  Centimes	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Chambres	  de	  Commerce	  de	  France	  
Mint:	   Undefined	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1923	  
Weight	  (g):	   	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   	  
Material:	   Bronze	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
Towards the end of the First World War in the year 1918, France suffered from a shortage of small 
coins. But shortly after the war, the country was insolvent and could not afford to mint silver coins. The 
Ministry of Finance, on the other hand, would not condescend to the issue of emergency money. For 
that reason the French government only struck divisional coins from 5 to 25 centimes in the postwar 
years. These small denominations had always been made from copper-nickel – a cheap material that 
even wartorn France could afford. 

The issue of denominations that had been made from silver before the war was delegated to the 
country's chambers of commerce. The coins were to be made from aluminum bronze and to bear the 
inscription "Bon pour …" ("voucher for …"). Hence it was clear that they were not official French 
money, but merely compensatory issues.	  



	  

	  
16	  von	  20	   	  www.sunflower.ch	  

German	  Empire,	  Weimar	  Republic,	  Wära	  Exchange	  
Association,	  1	  Wära	  1931,	  Erfurt-‐Hochheim	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   1	  Wära	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Wära	  Exchange	  Association	  
Mint:	   Erfurt-‐Hochheim	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1931	  
Weight	  (g):	   0.58	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   13.300000190734863	  
Material:	   Paper	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
The Wära Exchange Association was founded in Germany in 1929, at the time when the Great 
Depression began. It antedated the principle of all future exchange societies – a community of like-
minded people agrees to a measure of value, against which services and products can be set off. The 
characteristic of the wära currency was that anyone holding it had to buy special stamps costing one per 
cent of each note's face value at the end of the month, in order to re-validate it for use during the 
following month. Naturally, this fee meant that anyone receiving wära tried to spend it before it needed 
to be stamped again. The new currency thus began to circulate rapidly and with great success: in 1931 
more than thousand companies throughout the German Empire were members of the Wära Exchange 
Association. However, in November 1931, the German Government passed an emergency law that 
ended the circulation of wära.	  
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Swiss	  Confederation,	  Swiss	  Economic	  Circle	  
(Wirtschaftsring-‐Genossenschaft),	  WIR	  Stamp	  worth	  1	  
Franc,	  c.	  1936	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   1	  Franken	  WIR	  
Mint	  Authority:	   WIR	  Swiss	  Economic	  Circle	  
Mint:	   Undefined	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1936	  
Weight	  (g):	   	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   	  
Material:	   Paper	  
Owner:	   Schenkung	  
 
The history of the WIR Bank began in 1934 with the foundation of the Swiss Economic Circle. It was 
triggered by an economic crisis during which millions of people lost their jobs and, as a consequence, 
stopped to consume. Trade, industry and economy broke down worldwide. 

In those years, many mutual organizations were founded all over the world. Some of them organized 
counter trade, others developed monetary systems that were to counteract the insufficient money supply. 
One of these models was the theory of free economy and free money. Free money meant: free of 
interests, so that it would not be profitable to hoard it. Even more, if money was hoarded, the owner was 
to pay a fee. Following this model, the Swiss Economic Circle designed the WIR currency.	  
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Swiss	  Confederation,	  Meal	  Card,	  December	  1942	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Meal	  Card	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Undefined	  
Mint:	   Undefined	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1942	  
Weight	  (g):	   1.08	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   105.0	  
Material:	   Paper	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
At the beginning of World War II, in 1919, a commission was appointed in Switzerland to ration the 
available goods and to distribute them among the population. This was to prevent hoarding and the 
unjust allocation of food. 

Moreover, in April 1941, a system of meal cards was introduced: in hotels and restaurants, meals could 
not be bought for cash any longer, but had to be paid for with coupons. For each main course, two 
coupons had to be given. Consumers had to purchase these coupons by trading food ration cards. Hence, 
a vivid trade of ration cards against meal coupons soon started to take place.	  
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Swiss	  Confederation,	  Swiss	  Economic	  Circle,	  WIR	  Bank	  Card,	  
Basel	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   WIR	  Bank	  Card	  
Mint	  Authority:	   WIR	  Bank	  
Mint:	   Basle	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   2000	  
Weight	  (g):	   	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   85.0	  
Material:	   Others	  
Owner:	   Schenkung	  
 
The trigger for the foundation of the Wirtschaftsring-Genossenschaft (Swiss Economic Circle) was the 
world economic crises, which began in 1929 and culminated in 1934. According to the theory of free 
economy, the problem of the time was the hoarding of money and an insufficient supply of money in 
circulation. This could be met with so-called free money – money that was free of interest and therefore 
would not be profitable to hoard. For free money lying in a bank account, a fee would have to be paid. 

At that time, the Swiss Economic Circle was not the only institution to organize a form of barter based 
on the theory of free money. In those years of crisis, self-regulating communities emerged all over the 
world. In Europe these organizations did not survive very long. Only the Swiss Economic Circle 
continued to exist. In 1936, WIR achieved the status of a bank and as such was put under the Swiss 
Banking Act.	  
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Austria,	  Community	  of	  Langenegg,	  12	  Langenegger	  Talents	  
undated,	  valid	  until	  12/31/2010	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   12	  Langenegger	  Talents	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Talent	  Association	  
Mint:	   Undefined	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   2009	  
Weight	  (g):	   	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   	  
Material:	   Paper	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
In the Austrian Vorarlberg exists a talent barter circle in which (at present) some 1,800 members – 
individuals, associations and companies – exchange services and goods. The accounts are passed for 
talents that are issued in the form of vouchers. They can be either bought for euros or for services – for 
instance for neighborly help like taking out dogs or mowing lawns. Because the majority of the 
vouchers circulates for quite a while before being converted back into euros (against a deduction of ten 
percent), value is created, especially among regionally oriented businesses. 


